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C.LA.IsMaking !
‘A Special Target
Of Latin Region

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
.:. Special o The New York Tioes oo

- WASHINGTON, Dec.”'3 — United-
.Stmw covert activities in Central
| America, which began a year ago with
limited aims, have become -the maost
sambmous paramilitary and political
‘action operation mounted by 1be Cen- |
‘tral Intelligence Agency in nearly a’
decade; acmgm intenxgeoce otﬁ-
,gals, S e

With more than 150 agems based in
Honduras and dozens more in peighbor-
ing countries, intelligence sources said,
the C.1.A. has devoted a large part of its
special operations staff to the ‘Central
American effort. Before it began, the
C.1.A. had fewer than a dozen paramili-
tary and political action specialists in
the region, the sources said.

\ Policy Called Unchanged -

" In Honduras the C.1.A. has indirectly
provided mopey, training and military .
equipment to paramilitary groups,
whose avowed aim is the overthrow of ,
the leftist Sandinist Government .in:
peighboring Nicaragua, according to’
American and Honduran officials
farniliar with the operations. -

‘That aim differs from the Reagan Ad-
ministration’s declared policy of favor-
ing negotiations with Nicaragua over
regional problems. .
~ Administration officials said the

-American policy toward Nicaragua had
pot changed. Intelligence-officials in-
sisted that the covert operations re- j

mained limited in scope and did pot in-
‘volve any etfort to overthrow the San-

dinist Government.

~ Tbe Central American operanons
‘have caused growing concern in Con+
gress, the Detense Department and the
-State Department. Some officials fear:
that the activities may . aggravate
chronic political ‘instability: in the re-|
gion and lead to eventual direct Ameri |
‘can military’ ixrvo)vemgnt there. 'rbey
'ﬂso%wmaﬂzhe‘etfons‘
Fare dependent on’ exu'emxst,g:mxpsﬁt*
mnnot control.

* Members of the Senate Int
-Committee, concerned that the Reagag'

Administration has pot kept them fully | the Sandinists last year.- .

‘informed about developments, have
asked their chairman, Barry Goldwa-'
ter, Republican of Arizona, to schedule
aheanngvm.htapClA otﬁc:mlsb&
fore the end of the month.

| }formation; with the assistance of other

J -front, the agency’s search for a popular,

" | would publically call for the overthrow
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: Atisueisasensofimerl
-.operanons whose target | is the Nlca.ra
ansmll Proposehnd approved |
Dy Praldem_Reazan late Jast vear, the}:
. operations called for financing moder-
 ate elements’in Nicaragua and trying to
'identity and support Nicaraguan politi-
- cal leaders who cmldgalvamze opposi-
tion to the Sandinists,
In addition, the plans anncxpated the

Latin American nations,-of at least one
-paramilitary - force .to™ interdict arms]
;supphes to ‘guerrilias in El Salvador.’

The Administration asserted taat Cuba
nndtbe&met Union, - with help from,

“The plans specifically excluded a.uy
- effort that involved supporters of Anas-
‘tasio Somoza Debayle the Nicaraguan
leader overthrown by the Sandinists in{
1979, and did not contemplate

paramili-
tary operations demgned to topple the|
SandxmstGavernm

“*There was a very clear undmstand-*
ing in discussions at the National Se-
curity Council that it would be counter-]
productive to work with Somoza sup-
porters,” said an Administration offi-
cmlwhopamcxpatzsdmthedxscmons

’mearchnectsoftheplan.andits
' nain a tes, ammw
tranon iCials, “were
State A)exander M. Haig Jr., who re-
signed this year, Thomas O. Enders,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American
Attairs, and William J. Casey, the Di-
recwrof Central Intelligence.

American intelligence officials said
there was no link between the C.I.A
and a series of military training camps
in Florida and California operated by
Cuban and Nicaraguan exile groups.
Nicaraguan exile Jeaders familiar with

. | 'tbe anti-Sandinist activities in Ceatral |;

America also denied thatthe American
camps were used tortra.tmngbyt.be
paramilitary groups engaged in the
covert operations.

Although the exact natre of the cur-
rent operations is difficult to determine
because of their secrecy and complex-
ity, the C.1.A. has provided money and
equipment through intermediaries to

;relations with the Honduran ‘military
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Exiles DividedonIssue - . r‘
There are contradictory: accounts ;
J|about whether Mr. Pastora accepted |

 making any deal with the CLA., but |
several American imelligence officials !
said they believed an aecommodanon
was reached.

Mr. Pastora’s nsefuln& to t.be
C.LA., whether or not be was receiving -
mdiromWashmgton was marginal be- .
cause the Nicaraguan exile community
gsdmdedontbesubgeaormslada-

p © oy
ity Pt R Dol

en 's &
tried furmeling 2id through otber Latin’

J&m”m American nations to suppart the forma- |

nonandtraxmngotarmedmﬂtsmﬁm-
Argentina, wh:chalmdy bad c}ose

iand bad been belping train paramili-
tary forces, became the main conduit
for the aid, American imtelligence ofﬁ-
 cials said. -

TheCLA.a.lsoworkedwh.hmelh-
gence and military services in Vepe-.
zuela and Colombia, accormngtotbae
officials,

The opmnons in Bandmas are su-:
pervised by the American Ambassador,
John D. Negroponte, who works c}osely
with senior ' intelligence officials in
Washington, including Mr. Casey of the
C.I.A. Mr. Casey visited 'Iegucxgalpa,
the Honduran mpltal in May to review
the activities, mtelhgence officials said.

Reliance on the , bowever, :
turned out to be e mixed. b)wsmg ac-
cording to American imelligence otfi-
cials. Because the Argentines had long
been established in Hopduras,
were reportedly somewhat resentful of
the sudden American involvement.

Later, after the Reagan Administra-
tion threw its behind Britain in
the war over the Falkland Islands, Ar-
gentine withdrew many of its military
and intelligence officers from Hop-
More important, the reliance on Ar-
gentina drew the United States indi-
rectly into support of paramilitary units
that seek to overthrow tbe Sandinists

theoffer. He has repeatedly demied.,

paramilitary groups, including former
Somoza supporters, that have opeped a
military offensive inside Nicaragua
gimed at destabilizing the Government.

Initially, according to American and
-Honduran officials, the C.I.A.’s opera-
itions  were limited. On the political

alternative Nicaraguan political leader
Jed quickly to Edén Pastora GOmez, a
Sandinist revolutionary hero known as
Commander Zero who was living in
mleinCostalemerabreakvmh

i~ According to American mtelhgence
rofficials, Mr. Pastora was approached

iby the C.LA. through intermediaries
and offered financial assistance if he

of the Sandinist Government and organ-
ize political opposition.
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